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Instructor: 
Mr. Christopher Covino 
Room 121 
School Telephone: (508) 869-2333 x 2121 
Email Address: ccovino@bbrsd.org 
Website: Google Classroom (http://classroom.google.com). Email instructor for course invitation if necessary. 
Extra help is available by appointment and during select class times. In-person extra help after normal school hours 

(7:35-2:15 pm) is not available during the 2020-2021 school year. 
 
Synchronous Classroom Experience Notice During Hybrid and Remote Learning: 

This course utilizes live streaming to enhance the experience of students that are working remotely as part of their 
designated cohort. As a result of this, live video and audio coverage of a class may occur. The video will be directed at the 
instructor and/or their instruction tools, but student voices and/or images may be heard and/or seen during the live stream 
during class instruction. Please any concerns to the course instructor. 

 
Course Expectations: 

AP Chemistry is an advanced placement course that may be taken after a student has successfully completed a one-year 
math-intensive introductory chemistry course, generally Honors Chemistry. Students are expected to complete a significant 
amount of work both inside and outside the classroom. Students who enroll in AP Chemistry are strongly encouraged to 
take the Chemistry AP Exam in the spring for an opportunity to earn college-level credit. This course follows standards 
established by the College Board and the Berlin-Boylston Regional School District. Students will be required to register for 
the spring Advanced Placement Examinations in the fall. 

 
College Board AP Chemistry Examination: 

Students taking the course are encouraged to sit for the AP Chemistry examination on Friday, May 7, 2021. Registration for 
this examination is administered by the Counseling Department and will take place in the fall. 

 
Materials: 

Chemistry: The Central Science, 14th ed., Brown, Lemay, Bursten, Murphy, Woodward, and Stoltzfus. Prentice Hall, 2018 
Students are required to have the following materials for AP Chemistry: 

● A graphing (preferred) or scientific calculator (a basic four-function calculator is NOT acceptable) 
● A notebook or binder/loose-leaf system of some variety for keeping notes, homework, and other personal 

course-related materials. 
● Students should come prepared to class with all appropriate materials and proper writing implements 
● Portable computer (Notebook or Laptop, Mac/PC/Chromebook/Linux) or school issued chromebook 
● Earbuds or Headphones for personal use 

 
Attendance: 

Students are required to report to class daily and on time, unless accompanied by a pass. Class begins at the bell. In cases of 
tardiness or absence, the student is responsible for seeking out and completing missed assignments within the time period 
stated in the student handbook. Assignments not completed within the allotted time period will result in a zero. Loss of 
credit may occur due to tardiness or absence in accordance with the policies outlined in the Tahanto Student Handbook. 
Students working remotely during hybrid-remote sessions should login to the appropriate Google Meet/Zoom session 
within 3 minutes of the official start of class. 
Student Performance Objectives: 

● Demonstrate responsibility for one’s own behavior 
 
Behavior: 

Students are required to behave appropriately at all times. Due to the laboratory nature of this course and the safety 
concerns that accompany those labs, incidences of inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated. Students are expected to 
maintain a high level of respect for other students as well as the instructor. 
Student Performance Objectives: 
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● Treat others with respect regardless of philosophy, culture, or religious belief 
● Understand and respect the individual’s rights and responsibilities in the school 

 
Homework: 

Completion of homework is an essential part of preparation for class. Students who complete their homework are better 
prepared to participate and perform well in the classroom, in laboratories, and on tests and quizzes. One homework 
assignment is provided , on average, every 5 to 10 days and these assignments generally encompass an entire chapter. 
These assignments are given due dates and it is expected that those assignments will be completed on or before those due 
dates. AP Chemistry consists of a large amount of problem solving. Students are expected to spend an average of at least 
one hour per evening on homework.  Understanding of homework will be evaluated using homework quizzes, which are 
scheduled to coincide with the due date of the individual assignment. Success on homework quizzes is dependent on 
homework preparation. Be sure to ask questions when necessary! You will have the opportunity to ask questions in class as 
we go through the content. Pace yourself, use class time wisely, and you will find you have more than adequate time to 
complete all assignments.  
Student Performance Objectives: 

● Demonstrate responsibility for one’s own learning 
 
Laboratory: 

Laboratory is an essential component of the AP Chemistry course. Beginning in the 2013-2014 school year, the College 
Board requires that 25% of instructional time be dedicated to laboratory activities (This works out to approximately 144 
minutes per 6 day cycle, with lab periods). Laboratory reports are both self-evaluated and teacher-evaluated. Laboratory 
“reports” will be due one week after the laboratory is finished in class. Laboratories focus on the Science Practices 
established by the most recent edition of the Course and Exam Description for AP Chemistry, effective Fall 2019. Using the 
cohort model established for the 2020-2021 school year, we will be conducting a laboratory every two weeks. Cohort A will 
conduct a laboratory on Tuesdays of “odd” weeks and Cohort “B” will conduct the same laboratory on Fridays of “odd” 
weeks.   See Grading section for further information. 
Student Performance Objectives: 

● Listen and view carefully 
● Analyze, interpret, and evaluate information 
● Acquire, integrate, and apply essential knowledge 
● Apply scientific and mathematical skills to interpret information and solve problems 
● Demonstrate the ability to work collaboratively and independently 

 
Grading: 

A weighted grading system is used in this class. Please note that this is a departure from the grading policy of honors and 
college preparatory chemistry classes. 

 
Assignment Type Portion of Quarter Grade 
Mid-Quarter Exam (1 – 90 minute exam) 37.5% 
End-of-Quarter Exam (1 – 90 minute exam) 
Homework Quizzes (Approx. 6 per Quarter) 37.5% 
Laboratory Activities and Reports 25% 

 
Descriptions of Assignments: 

 
Mid/End of Quarter Exams: 

These examinations are both cumulative and timed. Each contains an objective (multiple choice) section 
and a free response section, consisting of longer-form problems and laboratory questions. These are 
single-day examinations. Generally, these exams are comprised of approximately 15-25 multiple choice 
questions (self timed at approximately 40 minutes), one or two long-form open response questions (5 
minutes of reading, timed plus 20 minutes to write, self timed), and a laboratory-related question (5 
minutes of reading, timed plus 20 minutes to write, again self timed). Students are provided an 
opportunity to increase their scores on these exams via test corrections. Exams are generally 
administered on Day 1, which affords a total time of 111 minutes to complete each exam. 

A note regarding test corrections: 
Students who satisfactorily complete the homework assignments associated with a 
particular examination shall be eligible to increase their score on their exam via test 
corrections, according to the schedule below. Students who do not satisfactorily 
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complete the homework assignments associated with a particular examination shall 
receive no additional credit for test corrections. Determination of “satisfactory 
completion” is at the sole discretion of the instructor.* 

 
Test Correction Increase Schedule: 

Quarter 1: Students may earn ½ (50%) of the points lost back on an exam. 
Quarter 2: Students may earn ⅓ (33%) of the points lost back on an exam. 
Quarter 3: Students may earn ¼ (25%) of the points lost back on an exam. 
Quarter 4: Students may earn ⅕ (20%) of the points lost back on an exam. 

 
*In simpler terms, the homework assignments must be completed to be eligible for test correction 
extra credit. 

 
Quizzes: 

Each homework assignment has an associated quiz. Each quiz is timed and is approximately one class 
period long. Quizzes are cumulative, although the vast majority of the content contained on them is from 
the associated assignment. Quiz format consists of 10 to 15 objective questions and 1 or 2 free response 
questions. The lowest quiz grade will be dropped from the term average. Students who fail to take/make 
up a quiz will not be allowed to drop the lowest quiz score. Students who are tardy will not be allowed 
additional time on quizzes.  

 
Laboratories: 

Students will submit laboratories electronically in a format specified by the instructor.. Laboratory 
formatting will be discussed within the first class of the school year. 
 
Laboratories are both self-assessed and teacher assessed in three categories: correctness, completeness, 
and effort.  Students will assign their laboratory a holistic score using a letter grade, which should be a 
reasonable representation of their overall work. Students will not assign a numeric score, although 
approximate scores are included for reference. Students are not required to justify their scores; however, 
if the teacher’s assessment does not concur with the student’s assessment, the teacher’s assessment shall 
be the grade of record. A score of A+ (97-100) is reserved and may only be assigned by the teacher in 
cases of exemplary, error-free work. 
Category Grade 
Correctness: Student scores performance only on questions       
and problems completed. Does not include questions that were         
not completed in this portion of the assessment. 

A(95), A-(92) Excellent 
B+(88), B(85), B-(82) Above Average 

Completeness: Student assesses performance on how       
complete the laboratory is. 

C+(78), C(75), C-(72) Average 
D+(68), D(65) Below Average 

Effort: Student scores the effort they put into the laboratory          
report and performance during the lab itself. 

F(40) Failed to meet expectation 
 

 
 
Online Submission of Assignments: 

All assignments that are assigned electronically must be submitted electronically through Google Classroom. 
Photographs of multi-page assignments must be combined into a single file prior to submission. Files must also be 
submitted using the proper orientation and lighting.  

Online Grades: 
Dates listed in the gradebook are the due dates for each particular assignment. Scores for assignments are entered 
as they are graded, usually in the order they were received. Assignments not turned in with the remainder of the 
class (for example, an assignment turned in late or a test taken outside the regular exam time due to absence) are 
evaluated as a low priority and scoring may be delayed. The instructor reserves the right excuse/drop any grade, 
depending on the circumstance. Any score received for an assignment is at the sole discretion of the instructor. 
Parents, should you have any concerns related to a particular grade, first consult with your child and then contact 
the instructor as necessary. 

Midterm and Final Exams: 
Due to the extraordinary circumstances surrounding the 2020-2021 School Year, no midterm or final exams will be 
administered. The final grade for the course will be calculated using the following percentages: 25% Quarter 1, 
25% Quarter 2, 25% Quarter 3, and 25% Quarter 4. 
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Student Performance Objectives: 
● Demonstrate responsibility for one’s own learning 

 
Recommendation Policy 

College and similar recommendations are provided at the sole discretion of the instructor. Should the instructor choose to 
provide a recommendation, for whatever purpose, they will be completed as quickly as possible. Students should plan on a 
3 to 4 week turnaround period as each recommendation is tailored to the individual student. 

 
*The instructor reserves the right to modify the nature of these policies depending on classroom conditions. Notification of changes 
will be placed on the course website. 
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